Ontogenetic development of Loxosceles intermedia spider venom.
Envenomation by Loxosceles spider has become a public health problem in the South region of Brazil, mainly due to high levels of domiciliary infestation by Loxosceles intermedia spiders. The toxic effects of L. intermedia venom are mostly associated with a 35 kDa protein (F35) which presents complement-dependent haemolytic and dermonecrotic activities. The aim of this study was to detect, through biological and immunochemical assays, the appearance of the main toxic component, F35, during the ontogenetic development of L. intermedia spiders. The toxin appeared in its fully active form in venom of third instar spiderlings; from then on its activity increased throughout development until adulthood. On the other hand, F35 was not detected in extracts of either eggs or spiderlings of the first and second instars.